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1. Key Indicators

2019 2015
Population Number/rank 100.39 / 14t 92.44 / 15t
GDP Rank/number 40t 31t
GDP per capita Number/rank $3,019 $3,563
Cultural economy As share of GDP 3.0 -
Education economy As share of GDP - 3.9?
R&D economy? As share of GDP 0.61 @017 0.72
Media economy As share of GDP - -
Sources: UNESCO, World Bank
Geopolitical position Hard power rank* 13th (2021) -

42 (Import) /
95,827

World trade ranking® 44 (Import) /

109,291

Soft power rank® - -

Diplomacy rank? - -

Sources: World Trade Organization, Global Firepower

2. Government funding as percent of total
government outlays, by selected fields

2019 2015
Culture 2.68 3.5°
Education 8.4 11.5
R&D 0.72 0.72
Media = -

Source: CAPMAS

TUNESCO. (2020).

2 World Bank. (2021).

3 Statista. (2021b).

42019 Military Strength Ranking. (2020).

5World Trade Statistical Review. (2016 & 2020). Refer to Table A6 Leading exporters and importers in world merchandise
trade, 2015 & 2019.

6 Soft Power 30. (2020). Global Soft Power Index.

7 Global Diplomacy Index. (2020).

8 CAPMAS (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics). (2019).

° CAPMAS (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics). (2016).
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3.

Overview of External Cultural Policy

2019
Number of countries with ECP activities >80
Total number of institutions abroad® Cultural offices and centers: 20 (2021

Press and information offices: 29 (2014111

Total number of FTE staff engaged in ECP =

activities

Government financial support (€ million) -

Total expenditure of all ECP operators (€ million) -

Comparative ECP rank minor

MAIN ECP OBJECTIVES

Egypt's external cultural policy serves to build a national image as a civilized and historic country
and regain regional influence. It focused on reviving its economy through tourism and creating
space for its foreign policies and regional disputes, such as water disputes with Ethiopia.

Under the leadership of President Abdel-Fattah el-Sisi, Egypt tries to build a new national identity
grounded in its pharaonic heritage. It also serves to push back against the Muslim Brotherhood
and Islamists who seek to undermine the legitimacy of the nation-state.

POLICY CONTEXT

Egypt, like the rest of the Arab World, is slowly recovering from the aftermath of the Arab Spring
in 2011. The last decade of Egypt's ECP was “defensive” in nature as the country was occupied
with domestic issues, largely curtailing Egypt's capacity to pursue institution-led diplomacy.
Under Hosni Mubarak, Egypt stagnated ideologically for more than three decades. 2011 was a
crucial moment for Egypt to start to define the country’s emerging structure among the many
political narratives like the Muslim Brotherhood and Nationalists. Since el-Sisi came to power in
2013, Egypt rejected political Islam and fought against Islamic insurgency, and pharaonic heritage
re-emerged as the foundation for a new Egypt.

REGIONAL FOCUS AND INSTITUTIONAL EMPHASIS

The Arabic world is Egypt's primary focus in its ECP. Although Egypt's dominance in the Arab
cultural world is currently challenged by emerging media hubs in the Gulf countries, its influence
and heritage still shouldn't be underestimated.

Africa, especially East Africa, becomes increasingly important for Egypt's ECP because of water
resources. EI-Sisi chose to use soft power to recover lost diplomatic ground, seek more allies in
the battle with Ethiopia for the Nile waters, and foster more trade, military, and infrastructure
cooperation with Nile Basin countries like Tanzania.

Egypt is also looking for a new way to gain internal stability through carefully balanced
international recognition, especially from the U.S. and the European Union.

"% International Relations Office of Benha University. (n.d.).Fehler! Linkreferenz ungiiltig.
" Egypt State Information Service. (2014).Fehler! Linkreferenz ungiiltig.
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Institutional Map

Central Government

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Culture Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research

= Cairo International Book Fair
« Caire International Film Festival

Ministry of Emigration and Egyptian

= Cultural Offices and Centers

= Academy of Scientific Research and Technology (ASET)
Bibliotheca Alexandrina

= "Study in Egypt” platform

Central Administration for International Student Affairs
National Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation

*  Spokesman
Office

State Information Service (515)

|+ Pressand

Expatriate Affairs infarmation
-._\ 2030 offices
| - =Speak Arabic® initiative h . ;l_:_‘_vr:rfmm
= Al-Mawred Al-Thagafy i
4. Fields of External Cultural Policy
2019 2015
Culture and the Arts

Number of countries present 20 021 -

Number of institutes

Cultural offices and centers:
20 (2021)

Cultural offices and centers:
31 (2017)

Number of FTE staff

Number of artists in exchange
programs

Number of cultural agreements

Budget (€ million)

Government financial support
(€ million)

Sources: International Relations Office of Benha University

Language

Number of countries where courses -

are offered

Number of students enrolled

Number of candidates for Arabic
language qualifications
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2019

2015

Number of language teachers

Budget (€ million)

Government financial support
(€ million)

Education - Primary & Secondary

Number of countries

Number of schools

Number of students

Number of staff / teachers

Budget (€ million)

Government financial support
(€ million)

Education - Tertiary

Number of countries

Number of universities / colleges
abroad™?

n/a

Number of domestic universities /
colleges™

62

41

Number of foreign students™

62,542

52,079

Number of students at transnational

higher education (TNE)

Number of government scholarships

awarded

~1,900"

~1,900-

Number of agreements

35

Budget (€ million)

Government financial support

Sources: State Information Service, Statista

12 Alexandria University branch in South Sudan, Alexandria University branch in Cha, and Cairo University branch in Sudan.

135S (State Information Service). (2020).

14 Statista. (2021a). According to State Information Service (2020), there were about 72,000 foreign students

enrolled in institutions of higher education.

15 SIS (State Information Service). (2020). The number of state scholarships awarded to foreign students from other African

countries.
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2019 2015

Science and Research

Number of countries® over 13 -

Number of institutes = -

Number of researchers / staff - -

Number of projects over 58 -
Number scientists in exchange 869" 7468
programs

Budget (€ million) - -

Government financial support 11.28 -
(€ million) °

Source: CAPMAS, Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research

Media

TV: Nile TV International Channel

Number of countries broadcasted to - -

Number of languages 2 -

Number of channels = -

Audience / weekly (million) - _

Digital & social media audience = -
(million)

Budget (€ million) - -

Radio: Directed Transnational Radio
Network

Number of countries broadcasted to - -

Number of languages 23 -

Number of channels - -

Audience / weekly (million) = _

Digital & social media audience - -

Sources: Mehany, 2020

"6 Council of Research Centres and Institutes (CRCI). (2019).

7 CAPMAS (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics). (2019b).
8 CAPMAS (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics). (2017).
"9 CRCI (Council of Research Centres and Institutes). (2019). Refer to p. 37.
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5. Current Issues and Developments

¢ Domestically, the military has become the dominant force to decide on, further reducing
space for independent civil society. Internationally, Egypt tends to justify its approach to
soft power and ECP on security grounds. At the bottom of these moves, Egypt seeks to
protect its national interests and contain any threat that is damaging its national image,
especially political Islamist activism.

¢ Egypt continues to suffer long-term structural problems, such as unemployment and
growing poverty. However, the state’s strengthened authoritarian control on every aspect
of society has also led to the success of a number of national projects to improve its
infrastructure and economy. How to construct an attractive national narrative and
enhance Egypt’s international image will then require more coordinated and strategic
policies at the state level as well as financial support in all of its ECP fields.

6. Contributions to multilateral cultural
organisations

2019 2015

UNESCO%° € 250.000 -

Source: UNESCO

7. Selected Data Sources and References

AFDB (African Development Bank). (2018). Africa Tourism Monitor 2018. Retrieved from
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/africa-tourism-monitor-2018

CAPMAS (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics). (2019a). Annual
Bulletin For the General Budget of the State According to the Job Classification of the
Government Year 2019/2020 (¥ + V3 /3-8l 4 gl &5 ) gall Aalall A gall Woa Capiuanl]
i gl e Sall ale Yo Y4 )

CAPMAS (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics). (2016). Annual Bulletin
For the General Budget of the State According to the Job Classification of the
Government Year 2016/2017 (3_-53) 4y siad) 45 ) gall Aalall 1 gall ke Caviiaill aua ol
LaSall Y1V /YN

CAPMAS (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics). (2019b). Annual
Bulletin of Delegates Abroad on Scientific Missions 2019 (Ministry of Higher
Education)

CAPMAS (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics). (2017). Annual Bulletin
of Delegates Abroad on Scientific Missions 2014-2017 (Ministry of Higher
Education)

CRCI (Council of Research Centres and Institutes). (2019). National Strategy for Science,
Technology and Innovation 2030. Retrieved from http://www.crci.sci.eg/wp-
content/uploads/2019/12/National-Strategy-for-Science-Technology-and-
Innovation-2030.pdf

20 Assessed contributions to UNESCO are mandatory contributions due from States by virtue of their membership.
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20Science%20and%20Technology
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Economy Outlook Trends in International Trade in Creative Industries 2002-2015,
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https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditcted2018d3_en.pdf
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https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE. XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS?locations=EG
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Retrieved May 15, 2022, from
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Ali, H. (2020). Egypt after the Arab Spring: A Legacy of No Advancement. German
Institute for Global and Area Studies. Retrieved from
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Al Qassemi, S. S. (2014, June 27). The shifting soft power of the Arab world. CNN.
Retrieved May 15, 2022, from https://edition.cnn.com/2014/06/27/opinion/arab-
world-soft-power-ctw/index.html

Al-Youm, A. (2020, November 19). Egypt’s Education Ministry announces regulations for
expat students’ exams. Egypt Independent. https://egyptindependent.com/egypts-
education-ministry-announces-regulations-for-expat-students-exams/

Cairo International Book Fair to run from June 30 to July 15. (2021, June 23). Arab News.
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1882001/art-culture

ifa ECP Monitor Fact Sheet | £gypt


https://euneighbours.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2021-10/CREACT4MED_CCI_Industries_Egypt__Salient_Features.pdf
https://euneighbours.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2021-10/CREACT4MED_CCI_Industries_Egypt__Salient_Features.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/74345b15-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/74345b15-en#chapter-d1e118881
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/74345b15-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/74345b15-en#chapter-d1e118881
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/147626/Higher-Education-and-Scientific-Research-Sector?lang=en-us#:~:text=%2D%20There%20are%20168%20private%20and,institutes%20since%202014%2F2015).&text=%2D%20The%20Egyptian%20Japanese%20University%20for%20Science%20and%20Technology
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/147626/Higher-Education-and-Scientific-Research-Sector?lang=en-us#:~:text=%2D%20There%20are%20168%20private%20and,institutes%20since%202014%2F2015).&text=%2D%20The%20Egyptian%20Japanese%20University%20for%20Science%20and%20Technology
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/147626/Higher-Education-and-Scientific-Research-Sector?lang=en-us#:~:text=%2D%20There%20are%20168%20private%20and,institutes%20since%202014%2F2015).&text=%2D%20The%20Egyptian%20Japanese%20University%20for%20Science%20and%20Technology
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/147626/Higher-Education-and-Scientific-Research-Sector?lang=en-us#:~:text=%2D%20There%20are%20168%20private%20and,institutes%20since%202014%2F2015).&text=%2D%20The%20Egyptian%20Japanese%20University%20for%20Science%20and%20Technology
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/147626/Higher-Education-and-Scientific-Research-Sector?lang=en-us#:~:text=%2D%20There%20are%20168%20private%20and,institutes%20since%202014%2F2015).&text=%2D%20The%20Egyptian%20Japanese%20University%20for%20Science%20and%20Technology
https://en.unesco.org/creativity/governance/periodic-reports/submission/6924
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditcted2018d3_en.pdf
https://fount.aucegypt.edu/etds/257/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3359128
https://ebrary.ifpri.org/digital/api/collection/p15738coll2/id/132731/download
https://assets.ctfassets.net/jlhgjubhhjuo/1JR0RqmBfILxfsNgl1kHlU/f3a8d4c5e7c5ba947827ef5e18cf2210/web-nahost-2020-07-en.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/jlhgjubhhjuo/1JR0RqmBfILxfsNgl1kHlU/f3a8d4c5e7c5ba947827ef5e18cf2210/web-nahost-2020-07-en.pdf
https://edition.cnn.com/2014/06/27/opinion/arab-world-soft-power-ctw/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2014/06/27/opinion/arab-world-soft-power-ctw/index.html

Egypt Independent. (2021, July 17). Cairo International Book Fair received 1.7 million people.
Egypt Independent. https://egyptindependent.com/cairo-international-book-fair-
received-1-7-million-people/

Egypt State Information Service. (2014, January 16). Egypt: Sis - We Have 29 Press Offices
Affiliated to Egyptian Embassies in 27 Countries. all Africa. Retrieved May S, 2022,
from https://allafrica.com/stories/201401161016.html

Egyptian Streets. (2019, June 7). Foreign University Branches in Egypt: Raising Local
Standards or a Form of Neocolonialism? Retrieved May 5, 2022, from
https://egyptianstreets.com/2019/06/07/foreign-university-branches-in-
egypt-raising-local-standards-or-a-form-of-neocolonialism/

EU Neighbours. (2019, January 28). European and Egyptian cooperation to transform the
Egyptian Museum of Cairo | EU Neighbours. Retrieved May 16, 2022, from
https://www.euneighbours.cu/en/south/stay-informed/news/european-and-
egyptian-cooperation-transform-egyptian-museum-cairo

Helly, D. (2014). Preparatory Action ‘Culture in the EU’s External Relations’: Egypt
Country Report. Retrieved from https://www.cultureinexternalrelations.eu/cier-
data/uploads/2016/08/Egypt_report52.pdf

International Relations Office of Benha University. (n.d.). Egyptian Cultural Offices abroad.
Retrieved May 5, 2022, from
https://iro.bu.edu.eg/egyptian_culturaloffices.php

Japan International Cooperation Agency. (n.d.). Activities in Egypt: The Grand Egyptian
Musenm. Retrieved May 16, 2022, from
https://www jica.go.jp/egypt/english/activities/activity 18.html

Mehany, H. (2020, July). History, development, and the future impact of E ¢ impact of Egypt’s
soft power s soft power in Africa: broadcasting media approach. The American
University in Cairo.
https://fount.aucegypt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2478&context=etds

Mikhail, G. (2021). Egypt Uses ‘Radio Diplomacy’in Africa to Influence Nile Dam Dispute.
Retrieved from https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/09/egypt-uses-radio-
diplomacy-africa-influence-nile-dam-dispute#ixzz7JOWO0SdhY

Polakovic, G. (2021). Water Dispute on the Nile River Could Destabilize the Region.
Retrieved from https://news.usc.edu/188414/nile-river-water-dispute-filling-dam-
egypt-ethiopia-usc-study/

Statista. (2021a, August 9). Number of students in bigher education in Egypt 2013-2020, by
nationality. Retrieved May S, 2022, from
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1193448/number-of-students-in-higher-
education-in-egypt-by-nationality/

Statista. (2021b, September 6). Gross domestic expenditure on RE€D as a percentage of GDP in
Egypt from 2012-2017. Retrieved May 5, 2022, from
https://www.statista.com/statistics/ 1245285/ gross-domestic-expenditure-on-randd-
as-percentage-of-gdp-in-egypt/

The Economist. (2018, February 1). The rise and fall of Egyptian Arabic. The Economist.
https://www.economist.com/prospero/2018/01/31/the-rise-and-fall-of-egyptian-
arabic

Tella, O. (2021). Africa’s Soft Power: Philosophies, Political Values, Foreign Policies and
Cultural Exports (Global Africa) (1st ed.). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003176022

ifa ECP Monitor Fact Sheet | £gypt


https://allafrica.com/stories/201401161016.html
https://egyptianstreets.com/2019/06/07/foreign-university-branches-in-egypt-raising-local-standards-or-a-form-of-neocolonialism/
https://egyptianstreets.com/2019/06/07/foreign-university-branches-in-egypt-raising-local-standards-or-a-form-of-neocolonialism/
https://www.cultureinexternalrelations.eu/cier-data/uploads/2016/08/Egypt_report52.pdf
https://www.cultureinexternalrelations.eu/cier-data/uploads/2016/08/Egypt_report52.pdf
https://iro.bu.edu.eg/egyptian_culturaloffices.php
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/09/egypt-uses-radio-diplomacy-africa-influence-nile-dam-dispute#ixzz7J0W0SdhY
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/09/egypt-uses-radio-diplomacy-africa-influence-nile-dam-dispute#ixzz7J0W0SdhY
https://news.usc.edu/188414/nile-river-water-dispute-filling-dam-egypt-ethiopia-usc-study/
https://news.usc.edu/188414/nile-river-water-dispute-filling-dam-egypt-ethiopia-usc-study/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1245285/gross-domestic-expenditure-on-randd-as-percentage-of-gdp-in-egypt/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1245285/gross-domestic-expenditure-on-randd-as-percentage-of-gdp-in-egypt/
https://www.economist.com/prospero/2018/01/31/the-rise-and-fall-of-egyptian-arabic
https://www.economist.com/prospero/2018/01/31/the-rise-and-fall-of-egyptian-arabic

Winter, O., & Shiloah, A. (2019). Egypt’s Identity during the el-Sisi Era: Profile of the “New
Egyptian.” Strategic Assessment, 21(4), 65-78. https://www.inss.org.il/wp-
content/uploads/2019/01/wintershiloah.pdf

Yee, V. and Hubbard, B. (2021). As Other Arab States Falter, Saudi Arabia Seeks to Become a
Cultural Hub. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/27/world/middleeast/saudi-arabia-films-
movies.html

Zakzouk, S. (2016, October 14). Egypt’s Cultural Revolution: The Legacy of The Arab
Spring. Culture Trip. https://theculturetrip.com/africa/egypt/articles/egypt-s-
cultural-revolution-the-legacy-of-the-arab-spring/

10 ifa ECP Monitor Fact Sheet | £gypt


https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/27/world/middleeast/saudi-arabia-films-movies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/27/world/middleeast/saudi-arabia-films-movies.html

1

Imprint

The External Cultural Policy Monitor

Developed by Helmut K. Anheier, Hertie School & UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs,
and ifa Competence Centre. Supervised by Helmut K. Anheier. Coordinated by Sarah
Widmaier for ifa.

This paper is a summary of the respective Country Report.

Preferred citation
Yuqing Yang (03/2023). “Egypt. Fact Sheet,” in: Helmut K. Anheier and ifa (eds.). The
External Cultural Policy Monitor. Stuttgart: ifa.

The views expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the ifa.

Publisher:

ifa (Institut fiir Auslandsbeziehungen)
Charlottenplatz 17,

70173 Stuttgart,

Postfach 10 24 63,

D-70020 Stuttgart

www.ifa.de
©ifa 2023
Authors: Yuging Yang

Copy-editing by:

ifa’s Research Programme “Culture and Foreign Policy”

Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0)

(ool

DOI: https://doi.org/10.17901/ecp.2022.035

ifa ECP Monitor Fact Sheet | £gypt

11l Hertie School 'ifE

Institut fiir
Auslandsbeziehungen


http://www.ifa.de/
https://doi.org/10.17901/ecp.2022.035
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

